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Ellie Dolan (Dinah) is a first-year transfer in the BFA Acting program. This production
marks her Project Spotlight debut! Other theatre credits include Theatre UCF’s Peter and
the Starcatcher (U/S Molly), Disney's Frozen (Anna), Legally Blonde the Musical
(Paulette), and Disney's The Little Mermaid (Ursula). She also works as a children's theatre
teacher. She is so grateful for this show and cannot wait for people to see it!

Tabitha Santillan (Mask) is so excited to be involved in the Project Spotlight full length
production! She is so grateful for this process and can’t wait for everyone else to see it.
Her past credits include Race to Infinity (Sara), Anything Goes (Erma) and Belladonna
the Musical (Anna). She plans to continue performing and telling important stories. She
wants to thank her family, friends, and mentors for their never-ending support. 

Roma Zizza (Frankie Bravo) is a second year transfer BA Theatre Studies student with a
Creative Writing minor. Their recent credits include Theatre UCF’s Metamorphoses
(Actor 2) and Project Spotlight’s Race to Infinity (Deborah), which performed at UCF
Celebrates the Arts in 2023. 

Jack Eagle (Emmett Waterford) is in his first year at UCF majoring in psychology. He has
been doing theatre since high school and feels very uncomfortable talking about
himself in the third person. His personal heroes include Marie Curie and Ulysses S Grant.

Nicole Ehrlich (Rita Sanchez) is a first year transfer student in the BA Theatre Studies
Program. She is so fortunate to be involved in her first production with Project
Spotlight. Her past credits include She Kills Monsters (Kaliope), Eurydice (Big Stone), HAIR
(Jeannie), and much more. She is so proud to make her university debut and wants to
thank her family and professors for their endless support. Instagram: @nicehrlich

Christian Polastry (Mr.Brown) is a second-year Acting BFA student. He’s been in Theatre
UCF’s production of The Interference, The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui, and Project
Spotlight’s Race to Infinity (Arturo Delgado). While attending Broward College,
Christian was seen in Luz and Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime (Roger). In
addition to Theatre, he plans to pursue a career in Film/TV and Voiceover.

Wyatt Hubbard (Aiden, U/S Frankie Bravo) is a first year transfer student at UCF. He’s been
performing for as long as he can remember and is beyond excited to be performing in his
third project spotlight show. He is also beyond excited to be performing for the first
time here at the Dr. Phillips Center!

Alyssa Vincent (Jaedyn, U/S Dinah) is a 3rd year in the BFA Acting program. She was
recently seen in UCF’s Pegasus Playlab summertime: an interlude. When not on stage, she is
also involved in the production electrician and lighting side of theatre. She loves
reading, filming movies and playing video games. Telling stories that reflect real life
are really important to her so thank you so much for coming to this amazing show!
@alrvincent

Who’s Who in the Cast



Who’s Who in the Cast
Kyle Machande (Hayden, U/S Mr. Brown) is a junior in the B.A. Theatre Studies program.
He was last seen on the Theatre UCF stage in The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui
(Goodwill/Fish/Ensemble). Previous theatre credits include Affinity Lunch Minutes
(Cal) and summertime: An Interlude (U/S David) as part of Pegasus PlayLab and Random
Encounters (Crush) with Playmore Theatre Company. He has also acted extensively
with Project Spotlight. Instagram: @kylemachande

Daniela Frailan Diaz (Raven, U/S Rita Sanchez) is a first year student. She is very excited
to be involved in her second production with Project Spotlight. She is very proud of
her last project spotlight production, The Notebook, But With a Cuban Accent
(Abuela Clara). She wants to thank her family and dedicates her performance in this
show to her dad. Instagram: @danivalen_07

Luke Grzybowski (Braden, U/S Emmett Waterford) is a first year student in the BFA
Acting program. He is overjoyed to be performing in his third production with
Project Spotlight. He has run out of things to say and hopes you enjoy the show!

Angelina DuBois (Mom/Teacher, U/S Mask) is an incoming first-year BFA Acting student
at UCF. She has recently been seen in Ghostwriter (Jamie/Elizabeth) and assistant
directed Honestly? for Project Spotlight. 

Samantha Kalish (Hand, U/S Mom/Teacher) is ecstatic to be in Irreverent! Favorite
previous credits: I'm Happy (Veronica), Race to Infinity (U/S Kitty), The Drowsy
Chaperone (Janet), and Les Miserables (Eponine).

Kait (Kaitlyn) Loughran (Sock) is BFA Acting major at UCF. You might have seen her in
former Project Spotlight shows, Manor of Death (The Collector) also by Hudson
Cosgrove-Naftal, and Teacher's Pet (Robin) by Paul Pelletier Jr. She just closed another
show for this year's Project Spotlight One Act Festival at UCF, Win or Lose (The
Composer) by Joshua Kerr. She loves poetry and art in all forms, as well as spending
time in nature.

Taylor Brown (Finger) is a 3rd year BA theater studies student. She is thrilled to be
apart of this year’s Celebrates the Arts show. She has been previously seen as The
Nutcracker (Herr Drosselmeyer), Que Sera (Swing), and Manor of Death (The Butler).

Slightly Shoemaker (Swing) is a freshman at UCF, majoring in Entertainment
Management and Theatre Studies. They are thrilled to be in their third show with
Project Spotlight! Some of their favorite past roles include Puffs (Leanne), Mean Girls
(Cady Heron), and Monster Island (Kree Ture). They are so excited to take on their first
Project Spotlight full length, and want to thank their amazing family and friends
for all their love and support! Instagram: @slightl.e.shoe



Hudson Cosgrove-Naftal (Playwright) is a Psychology and English
double major graduating this summer. This is the first time one of Hudson’s
full-length plays hits the stage, and she is honored to have her words
performed on a Dr. Phillips Center stage! Previous playwrighting credits
include Manor of Death (Project Spotlight and The Orlando Fringe
Festival), Team Spirit (Project Spotlight), and Que Sera (Project Spotlight).
She wants to thank her moms for always supporting her whims and her
friends and family for always showing up to laugh at her jokes. She hopes
you enjoy the show! Instagram: @hudson_cn12

Tyler “Ty” Simons (Director) is a KCACTF Region IV award-winning
director and first-year MFA TYA candidate with a B.A in Theatre Studies
and a minor in Education, he is super excited to be sharing this necessary
story with you all today! None of this would have been possible without
the incredible cast, creative and technical team. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart. His previous credits include: Regional Theatre; A
Christmas Carol (Assistant Director, Orlando Shakes), The Facts Are As
Follows (Dramaturg, Orlando Shakes), Theatre UCF: Working (Assistant
Director), Affinity Lunch Minutes (Assistant Director). Upcoming works
include: Dance Night (Associate Director) as part of Pegasus Playlab at
UCF and Rhinoceros (Associate Director) as part of Theatre UCF 2024-25
season! Thank you, Ma, Dad, and my big past, present and future theatre
family none of this would have been possible without you all. MAKE ART
NOT WAR! @tylersiimons

Lindsay Goldman (Assitant Director) is elated to be making her UCF
Celebrates the Arts debut this semester! She has been involved with Project
Spotlight for a year and a half and will go on to serve as the Artistic
Director this upcoming 2024-25 school year. Most recently, Lindsay has
directed the fall 2023 one act “Que Sera” and played Adult Emily in the 15-
Minute Musical “Dive In.” She would like to thank her parents, for their
endless support and Project Spotlight for all of the amazing
opportunities in the past year and half. @lindsaygoldman__

Jonas Winter (Production Stage Manager/ Props Manager) is a first year
transfer student in the BFA Stage Management program and this is his first
Project Spotlight production! Previous credits include Metamorphoses at
UCF (Production Assistant), and Water By The Spoonful at Rollins College
(Assistant Stage Manager). Instagram: @_just.jonas

Caleb Asher Jones (Costume Designer) is a second year transfer student in
the BFA Theatre Design and Technology program. Some of his past costume
design roles include Bite Me, Monster Island, and The Notebook but with a
Cuban Accent. Instagram: @calebasherjones

Who’s Who in the Crew



Tabby Dennis (Assistant Costume Designer) is so happy that Irreverent! is
Their first production with Project Spotlight and they’re so grateful
to be working on this show! Working with the lead costumer and the
rest of the cast and crew has been an absolute delight, and they can't
wait to see everyone's hard work pay off!

Amber Wheeler (Assistant Stage Manager)  is a third year UCF student
double majoring in BA Theatre Studies and Accounting. She is so happy
to be an assistant stage manager for her first production with Project
Spotlight. She has learned so much about stage management during the
process of the show and is thankful for this opportunity! Instagram
@authenticamber

Kate Jeffcott (Sound Designer )is a composer and sound designer
specializing in the creepy and whimsical. Her credits include
‘Summertime: an interlude’ (Sound designer), ‘The Cherry Orchard’
(Associate Sound Designer), ‘Frankenstein’ (Sound Designer), ‘The Prom’
(A2), and ‘Sweeny Todd’ (A2)

Lila McMorris (Rehearsal Assistant Stage Manager) is a first year in the
BFA stage Management Program. This is her first time working with
Project Spotlight and it has made her want to do more with them in the
future. This process has been super fun and she can’t wait to have people
finally see the show.

Taylor Appleford (Rehearsal Assistant Stage Manager)is a first year BFA
Stage Management student. This is her first show working alongside
Project Spotlight and she is excited for what’s to come. 

Emily Duncanson (Lighting Designer) is in her third year at UCF
studying theatre. She has worked as our Master Lighting Technician for
the past 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 seasons. She is excited to continue her
role in brightening up our shows this season!

Reyann “REY” Epps (Lighting Programmer) is a 2nd year transfer in the
design and technology BFA with a focus in lighting design. This is her
2nd year working with Project Spotlight. She has also worked on Race
to Infinity (Board op), The Notebook, but with a Cuban Accent (Lighting
Designer), and most recently Win or Lose (Lighting Designer). instagram:
@lightingbyrey
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Sonya Smith-Tembe (Assistant Set Designer) is a Junior in the BFA Design &
Technology program. Her work has been seen on the Theatre UCF stage in
Chicken & Biscuits (Co-Set Designer), The Cherry Orchard (Paint Charge), As
You Like It (Assistant Paint Charge) and Bright Star (Props Artisan)

Caroline Hull (Dramaturg) is a second-year Theatre MA candidate at the
University of Central Florida with an undergraduate degree in Theatre
Studies and English (Creative Writing), specializing in Playwriting and
Dramaturgical Research. Her most recent ten-minute play, Foul Lines,
received both the Citizen Artist award and recognition for Excellence for
Playwriting in the Short Form at KCACTF Region IV in 2023. Caroline’s
dramaturgical work on UCF’s mainstage production of The Interference
earned her Special Recognition for Scholarly Research at KCACTF Region IV
2023. She is a proud advocate for the awareness of invisible disabilities and
aims for a world with a more authentic, widespread representation of
chronic illness and disability in theatre.

Matthew Conte (Set Designer) is a scenic designer based in Orlando, Florida.
He looks forward to a career in scenic design for photography, theatre,
and live performance. His design credits include Co-Set Design Director for
Strike Magazine Orlando and Assistant Scenic Design for the University of
Central Florida production of Metamorphoses, implementing the use of
water on stage. He was also one of the scenic and projection designers for
the world premiere of Race to Infinity at the Dr. Phillips Center for the
Performing Arts and the University of Central Florida, a play reflecting
the intersectionality of sexuality and Latinx backgrounds in America.
Matthew uses his experience and training in theatre to further invest in his
community, having created fundraisers supporting Metro Health Tampa
Bay, St. Jude's Children's Hospital, and The Trevor Project. He is currently
completing his BFA in Theatre Design and Technology at the University of
Central Florida with a minor in Philosophy.

Sophia Debora (Puppet Designer)  is excited to be working with Project
Spotlight for the first time. This is also Sophia's first time designing and
fabricating puppets for a specific show. Previously she was Assistant Scenic
Designer for The Cherry Orchard and Paint Charge for Metamorphosis
through theater UCF. She is a fourth-year Theatre Design and Technology
student. 

Who’s Who in the Crew



Taylor Falzarano (Puppet Fabricator) (they/she) is a first year transfer
Design and Technology student, who is ecstatic to be on puppet building
crew for Irreverent! Other Project Spotlight credits include Stage
Manager for Monster Island. Theatre UCF credits include
Programmer/light board op for Metamorphoses, as well as being in the E-
shop crew for the spring semester. She would like to thank Vandy for this
opportunity, her family for their love and support, as well as their partner
and dear friends. 

Jackson David (Technical Director) is a devoted theatre technician excited
to travel with Broadway tours. He is passionate about bringing high
quality shows across the country. While achieving his fine arts degree in
theatre design and technology, he has spent countless hours in the shops
directly assisting the TD and staff Electrician. Jackson is honored to have
been Lead Carpenter and Production Electrician for UCF productions. He
has utilized his creative carpentry skills to strengthen theaters outside of
UCF by designing and constructing simple but brilliant sets under low
budgets

Who’s Who in the Crew



Director of the School and Performing Arts: Michael
Wainstein
Theatre UCF Artistic Director: Julia Listengarten
Director of Production: Bert Scott
Undergraduate Coordinator: Kristina Tollefson
Faculty Stage Management Advisor: Claudia Lynch
Faculty Designer/Advisor: Vandy Wood
Faculty Dramaturg/Advisor: Chloë Edmonson
Faculty Music Director: Richard Crawley
Faculty Vocal Coach: Vivian Majkowski
Marketing Communications Manager: McKenzie Lakey
Marketing Coordinator: Jessica Compton
Box Office Manager: Imari Point-Du-Jour
Assistant Box Office Manager: Sami Ramsammy
Production Manager: James Cleveland
Technical Director: Tramaine Berryhill
Assistant Technical Director: Kristen Garza
Production Sound/Advisor: Casey Deiter
Production Sound Assistant: Nick Erickson
Production Electrician: Beth McAshan
Guest Artist Production Electrician: Lizz Pitsley
Costume Shop Manager: Allison Rexrode
Costume Workroom Supervisor: Amanda Roberts
Theatre UCF Artistic Associate: Cory Kennedy Barrow*

Theatre UCF Production Staff, Faculty, and
Advisors



“To be one’s self, and unafraid whether right or wrong, is more
admirable than the easy cowardice of surrender to

conformity.”
 – Irving Wallace

We can all remember the universal struggle of self-acceptance
versus fitting in that takes place in the heart of bustling high

schools worldwide, where cliques and compliance reign
supreme. As we navigate the labyrinth of teenage life, we

discover that actual growth lies not in conformity but in
embracing our unique selves. The characters in Irreverent

represent countless individuals who have felt the pressure to
mold themselves into a predetermined shape to gain

acceptance.
High school is more than just textbooks and lockers—it’s a
crucible where identities are forged. In this microcosm of
society, characters confront their fears, insecurities, and
desires. They stumble, fall, and rise again, discovering their

strengths and vulnerabilities. Irreverent celebrates
adolescence's messy, transformative journey—a time when we

shed old skin and emerge as our most authentic selves.
As you settle into your seats, we invite you to step into the

shoes of our characters. Feel the weight of conformity, the
exhilaration of self-discovery, and the warmth of acceptance.
Let their stories resonate within you. Irreverent isn’t just about

a high school election—it’s about the human condition. By
witnessing their struggles, we hope you’ll reflect on your own
journey and embrace the uniqueness that makes you, well, you.

- Caroline Hull, Dramaturg

A Note from the Dramaturg
Dramaturg - a behind-the-scenes resource for
directors, actors, and playwrights, providing

context, research, and feedback to help
improve the quality or accuracy of a

production.



Did you know that women all over the world go
without autism diagnoses because they are better at
camouflaging autistic characteristics? This was my
case, as I did not receive an autism diagnosis until

starting my college career. All of the puzzle pieces
began to fall into place, my obsessive behaviors in

childhood made sense, and I finally realized I
wasn't an alien parading around in human skin. This

play was inspired by the desire to blend into the
background, to wear a mask for protection from

neurotypical people that I felt I needed for most of
my life. 

I can't write this note without first acknowledging
the immense honor and privilege this opportunity
has been. Back when I first started writing plays in

middle school, I never could have imagined that my
words would come to life on the Dr. Phillip's Center

stage. This story is very close to my heart, and I am
grateful for the support and encouragement that

has come to me from all directions throughout
this process. 

-Hudson Cosgrove-Naftal, Playwright

A Note From the Playwright



“Replace judgment with curiosity”
- Lynn Nottage

In the realm of theatre, we often encounter narratives through our own biases,
yet I am drawn to creating art that not only challenges our perceptions but
encourages us to dream of a better world. Irreverent embodies the essence of

theatre—transforming the chaos of human experience into poignant, passionate
stories. It mirrors our collective journey, touching on themes of isolation, while

celebrating the innate human drive to share stories that foster empathy,
judgment, and a deeper connection with others. This project is a testament to the

power of storytelling in amplifying compassion, education, and connection
beyond the superficial.

At the heart of my direction are three guiding questions: Why is this story
essential? How does it resonate with our community? And how can we do it justice?

These inquiries not only deepen my understanding of the work but also
underscore the importance of engaging in meaningful dialogues that highlight

diversity, ambiguity, and the inherent beauty of conflict.

Irreverent stands as a beacon in today’s world, advocating for individuality and
self-expression in the face of societal norms. My approach is driven by a desire to

enact change, not just through words, but through meaningful action. This
fosters art that transcends traditional theatrical boundaries, advocating for

stories that need to be told now, more than ever.

Furthermore, I express my purpose as being a catalyst, a person that brings
attention to issues that need to be addressed in the theatre community but also
being a human genuinely concerned with the decaying care for each other. The

purpose of why I do theatre is to bring people together, people of all different
backgrounds and experiences to have a shared experience that will create

connection and conversation. These conversations are at the core of what I find
to be the most important part of the work I do. I express wholeheartedly that if
someone can leave a piece I directed and talk about it to grow their knowledge,

even if it makes them uncomfortable, my work was successful. This feeling of
discomfort propels my approach to directing, which is to present a form of

theatre that may make some feel like their chair is on fire, and for the
underrepresented people to find relatability. It is this overwhelming feeling to

create a space that provides safety for all but mainly for the importance to raise
awareness to the majority and make them question their perspectives on how the

minorities in this country experience life.
-Tyler “Ty” Simons, Director

A Note From the Director


